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RECENT THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE 8ll 

The Atonement and Intercession of Christ. By the late 
Principal David Charles Davies. Edited by D. E. 
Jenkins. New York: Imported by Scribner, 1901. Pp. 
xxvi + 237. Si. 25. 

The author of this treatise, while a brilliant, original thinker, is 
little known outside of Wales. He received his preliminary training 
at Bala College, but graduated from University College, London. In 
the latter institution he won several prizes in mathematics and physics, 
and one in Hebrew. He pursued post-graduate studies both at Edin- 
burgh and London. After short pastorates at Newtown, Builth, and 
Liverpool, he took charge of Jewin Crescent, a Welsh church in the 
heart of London, where he preached for twenty-three years, from 1859 
to 1882. He had marked success, but was known to very few but 
the Welsh. He was an indefatigable student. He laid under tribute 
the London libraries. He kept himself abreast of scientific, philosophic, 
and theological thought. What he acquired he used to enforce the 
truth that he preached. He wrote profound theological essays for 
Welsh periodicals. The most intelligent of his church he organized 
in classes that he conducted in the study of Butler's Analogy and the 
epistles of the New Testament. He resolutely refused repeated calls to 
take charge of institutions of learning in Wales. At last, however, he 
accepted the principalship of Trevecca College, and awakened such 
enthusiasm for study among the students that all observers regretted 
that he had not given his whole life to educational work. But, after a 
brilliant career of three years, he died, and all Wales mourned his 
departure. 

The book under review is made up of essays written, during his 
London pastorate, for Yr Arweinydd (the "Leader" or "Guide"). 
In these discussions he does not follow beaten paths. His expositions 
of the great passages in the New Testament pertaining to atonement, 
propitiation, and the priestly office of Christ are unusually fresh and 
suggestive. And, while he often radically differs from recognized 
authorities, he never, perhaps from native modesty, parades the fact. 
But, just because he thinks both reverently and fearlessly, he can hardly 
fail to be helpful to all who wish to understand what the Bible teaches 
concerning the most profound and important of all subjects — that of 
the atonement. 

Galusha Anderson. 

The University of Chicago. 



